
MINUTES OF MEETING OF EAST CHINNOCK PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON MONDAY 13th MAY 2024 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
A parishioner commented that the Somerset Council letter regarding the forthcoming change of recycling and black-bin days was an expensive way to inform people, given that they still had to send more letters out with the scheduled days.  Cllr Hewitson commented that they need to remind everybody twice, as someone will always say they were not told once it has happens!
A parishioner presented a cheque from the local Croquet group to the PC for £183.00 from the sale of a croquet set.  They would like this to be put towards the new village hall planter when it is purchased. The Parish Council expressed their thanks for this donation.
 Present
Duncan Goodes (Chairman), John Cox,  Doug Reeve, Dave Tuck, J’aime Wetherell, Debbie Taylor and Mike Hewitson (Somerset Councillor)
In Attendance
Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 1 Member of the Public.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
None. It was agreed that Cllr Goodes would contact Cllr Dixon re absences.
2. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND SIGNING OF DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE
Duncan Goodes was elected as Chairman and then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Cox).

3. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN & REPRESENTATIVES 
i) John Cox was elected as Vice Chairman (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Reeve). 
ii) J’aime Wetherell was elected as Village Hall Representative and lead for public engagement (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Cox). 
iii) Doug Reeve has announced that he is standing down from the Parish Council following June’s meeting. It was decided to advertise for a new member of the Parish Council who might also consider taken on the ‘Highways Representative’ role. 
iv) Mike Bussel was elected (in his absence) as Footpaths Representative (subject to him being content to continue in this role) (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Cox). 
v) Dave Tuck was elected as the Entertainments Committee Representative (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Cox).
vi) Debbie Taylor was elected as Community Field Representative (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr Tuck).
vii) John Cox was elected as the Ranger liaison (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Tuck).
4. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 8th APRIL 2024 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Cox).

5. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DPI DISPENSATIONS
None.

6. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES
Cllr Taylor reported that the Defibrillator and first-aid course was well attended, with 14 people present. If the course is considered again in the future, it would be better to ensure that all content that was advertised is covered (i.e. recovery position, choking, etc).

7. SOMERSET COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)
Somerset Councilor’s reports were previously circulated. Cllr Hewistson spoke about Somerset Council’s financial situation and the current restructuring of the organization within the Council. More information to be shared as it becomes available. Cllr Hewitson also shared and update regarding the LCN which he chairs – two sub groups are running (public transport and anti-social behavior / crime). Outputs from these groups are awaited.

8. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a) There were no applications received after publication of the agenda.

9. FINANCE
a) A resolution was passed to approve the Bank Reconciliation at 31st March 2024 (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Cox).

b) A resolution was passed to approve the Asset Register (y/e 31/03/2024) (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Cox).

c) The Parish Council Insurance renewal quote of £438.69 was received (Year 3 of 3 Year LTA, previous year was £423.55). The Clerk has contacted ‘Clear Councils’ to ask them for the Speed Indication Device to be included on the insurance.  A resolution was passed for the Clerk to pay the invoice subject to it being less than £500.00, as the renewal is due by 1st June (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Cox)

d) The Parish Council has now received £470 in donations to help towards paying for the Church Clock repair.  The Parish Council would like to thank all the donating parishioners for their generosity.

e) A resolution was passed to approve the following payments (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Cox):

· A J Fencing – 2 x Portman Park grass maintenance (£100.00+VAT£20.00)

£120.00

· Greenslade Taylor Hunt – Glebe rent 10/06/24 – 09/06/25



£300.00

· Doug Reeve – reimbursement for SID fixing clamps (£27.60+VAT£6.72)

  £40.31

10. COMMUNITY PARK.

a) Cllr Taylor reported that she is happy with the grass maintenance by the new contractor thus far.

b) A quote for £610.58 was received for cleaning off the moss infestation of the two rubber mats (below the ‘slide’ and the ‘rocket’).  It was decided that this was too expensive as this could be done using a spade to scrape up the moss.  The clerk agreed to contact ‘Star Rubber’ to ask them to quote for replacing the two remaining mats with Tiger-mulch (under the ‘rocket and the slide)


11. PARISH ISSUES
a) Cllr Goodes is currently in communication with the diocese regarding obtaining the faculty (he has so far completed 3 forms and now has another 2 more to do!). The works must be completed by December 2024 for the grant to be secured.

b) It was decided to remove the ‘Allotments’ from the agenda next month as this was discussed in council previously. 

c) It was agreed the village book "East Chinnock Village Echoes" ‘Pdf’ file would be posted on the East Chinnock facebook group and also on the village Website.  Action: Cllr Wetherell.

12. ENTERTAINMENTS COMMITTEE
The recent bingo night held was well supported. The next event is the music night scheduled for 20th July. Cllr Goodes asked the Ents committee to ask for PC funding for the ‘Fireworks night’ early, so that the silent fireworks can be bought earlier (as last year they were previously sold-out).

13. PARISH RANGER SCHEME
Cllr Cox has met with the new ranger and discussed the jobs that needed doing.  It was agreed the clerk would contact them to get a day booked-in.

14. HIGHWAYS REPORT
a) The Cll Reeve  announced that the Speed Indicator Device (SID) is now up-and-running and also that the second solar panel with mounting kit (so that the mount does not have to be removed every-time the position is changed) has now also be installed.  

b) Cllr Reeve said that a kerbcould be installed at the entrance to Portman Park and gravel retaining mesh put down to tidy up this area and  reduce parking on it. Somerset Council Highways has agreed to this. . Quote for this work to be sought. Action: Cllr Reeve.

15. PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
Cllr Weatherell has completed a poster for the ‘design a PC logo competition’. It was decided to set an end date for August (to be decided by the PC at the September meeting). Cllr Wetherell agreed to put this on facebook and the Chinnock Chimes.  A couple of clarifications to be made first  – the age limit to be 16years and younger and the text to make it clear this is a logo for the Parish Council.
16. RIGHTS OF WAY
No issues reported in M Bussell’s absence

17. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
None.

18. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The next meeting is on Monday 3rd June, 2024, at 7.30pm.  The meeting closed at 8.50pm.  

